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representative. Hence, whilst the older writings tell the
story of her descent, and descant upon the benefjjs* of
bathing in her, the more modern ones develope this
teaching, and dwell not only upon the benefits of dying
on her banks, but go so far as to affirm that it is abso-
lutely necessary to secure a speedy entrance jinto heaven.
In the older accounts of Ganga's advent it is said that
as soon as her stream reached their ashes the sons of
Sagar ascended to heaven in golden chariots. This is the
germ which has been so largely expanded in the more
modern writings. As examples of the popular teaching
of the benefits Ganga can confer on mortals the
following extracts are given.

" Oh, Mother Ganges! I now bow down at thy feet,
have mercy on thy servant. Oh, who can describe thy
virtues, since they are past the comprehension of the
powers of man ? The supreme divinity Brahma can
alone describe some of thy qualities. Were the greatest
of sinners, the perpetrator of endless sins, to pronounce
the word Ganga, he, being delivered from all his sins,
shall be translated to the blissful abode of the celestials.
Thou alone art properly called the ' Source of Happi-
ness/ and the c Saviour of Men/ Infinite sources of
salvation are at thy command. In whatever* state a
man may die, he is saved, as is proved in the case of
the sons of Sagar, who had been reduced to ashes by
the curse of a sage. It is only children who say that it
is necessary to be in a state of consciousness. He who
performs ablutions on thy banks not only saves himself,
but also his ancestors, the ancestors of his mother, and
the ancestors of his wife. Thou art material, thou art
immaterial! Thou art simple, thou art compound!
Thou art the eternal source of all!"

In another work, written especially to teach the virtues